The early criminologists focused their attention on criminal behaviour, and the main subject of their studies was the criminal. However, in recent years the focus has shifted to the crime itself, as the result of the intricate interplay of emotional, rational, incidental and situational factors. This shift had led to attention and a growing interest being paid to the victim as an integral part of the criminal situation. To an increasing degree the victim was seen not necessarily just as a passive object of a crime but as possibly playing an active role or contributing in different measures to his own victimization, but it was not until the 1940s that victimology as a discipline developed -mainly as a result of the work and publications of von Hentig, Mendelsohn and Ellenbogen.
This book is an attempt to present the growth and major achievements of victimology over the past three decades. The editors have selected papers which indicate the conceptual shape of the field of victimology, showing the major efforts at delineating appropriate levels and units of analysis, the significant relationships between relevant factors, conditions and variables, and the practical implications of scholarly efforts to understand victimization in contemporary Western societies.
Twenty-three papers have been selected to emphasize five major points of reference:
Part I
"Origin and Scope of Victimology", comprises four articles on the development of victimology as a specialized concern within criminology.
Part II "The Victim-Offender Relationship", discusses in detail the relationship between the offender and the victim as well as its implications.
Part III "The Victim and His Society", concerns the concept of victimization which should not be limited to particular types of interpersonal relationships. A more encompassing definition of the oppressors and the victims will become necessary.
Part IV "The Victim and the Administration of Justice", deals with the measure of victimization present among a given population, the controversial legal requirement of corroboration in cases of sexual offences, the jury's reaction to the personality of the victim and the offender and also questions of ethical and scientific responsibility stemming from the use of drugs for medical purposes.
Part V "The Social Reaction to Victimization", elaborates the problems of victim compensation and treatment by the State. Each part is preceded by an introduction delineating its theme and scope, and notes and references follow each individual paper.
Considering the increasing involvement of psychiatry in areas previously limited to representatives of criminology and the legal profession, several and potentially all of the papers in this reader may be of great interest to psychiatrists, and will serve as a basis for the theory and practise of their work with individual victims and victimized groups of society.
This publication is the precursor of the proceedings of the First International Symposium on Victimology, held in Jerusalem in 1973, which are being published and will be reviewed at a later date.
M. Tyndel, M.D., Toronto, Ontario
